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Summer Reading Expectations 
 
1) Read one novel from the list below. 
 
2) Complete a  summer reading book project. Refer to the “Summer Reading Project 
Directions” document for more information on project choices and guidelines. 
 

 
 

Title and Author Book Cover Summary 

 
Eighth Grade 
Bites 
(Chronicles of 
Vladimir Tod, 
Book 1) 
 
by Heather 
Brewer 

 

Vlad has to keep his vampire urges under 
control while dealing with the pressures of 
middle school. Thirteen-year-old Vladimir 
Tod really hates junior high. Bullies harass 
him, the principal is dogging him, and the girl 
he likes prefers his best friend. Oh, and Vlad 
has a secret: His mother was human, but his 
father was a vampire. With no idea of the 
extent of his powers, Vlad struggles daily 
with his blood cravings and his enlarged 
fangs. When a substitute teacher begins to 
question him a little too closely, Vlad worries 



that his cover is about to be blown. But then 
he faces a much bigger problem: He’s being 
hunted by a vampire killer. 
 

 
Heir Apparent 
 
by Vivian 
Vande Velde 

 

In the virtual reality game Heir Apparent, 
there are way too many ways to get 
killed--and Giannine seems to be finding 
them all. Which is a darn shame, because 
unless she can get the magic ring, locate the 
stolen treasure, answer the dwarf's dumb 
riddles, impress the head-chopping statue, 
charm the army of ghosts, fend off the 
barbarians, and defeat the man-eating 
dragon, she'll never win. And she has to, 
because losing means she'll die--for real this 
time. 

 
Hour of the 
Bees 
 
by Lindsay 
Eagar 

 

While her friends are spending their 
summers having pool parties and 
sleepovers, twelve-year-old Carolina — 
Carol — is spending hers in the middle of the 
New Mexico desert, helping her parents 
move the grandfather she’s never met into a 
home for people with dementia. At first, Carol 
avoids prickly Grandpa Serge. But as the 
summer wears on and the heat bears down, 
Carol finds herself drawn to him, fascinated 
by the crazy stories he tells her about a 
healing tree, a green-glass lake, and the 
bees that will bring back the rain and end a 
hundred years of drought. As the thin line 
between magic and reality starts to blur, 
Carol must decide for herself what is 
possible — and what it means to be true to 
her roots.  



 
Lupita 
Manana 
 
by Patricia 
Beatty 

 

Crossing over the border is a dangerous 
business, but Lupita must cross from Mexico 
to America. After her father dies in a fishing 
boat accident in the seas near their small 
Mexican village, Lupita's family is left in 
poverty. Lupita and her big brother, 
Salvador, must smuggle themselves into the 
United States to earn money to support their 
mother and young siblings. 
America is not the land of opportunity they 
had hoped. A new language, hard labor, and 
the constant threat of la migra -- the 
immigration police--make everyday a difficult 
challenge. But for feisty Lupita, there is 
always hope for a better manana -- 
tomorrow. 
 

 
Novio Boy: A 
Play 
 
by Gary Soto 

 

Ninth grader Rudy has a date with eleventh 
grader Patricia. Now he has to come up with 
the money, the poise, and the conversation 
to carry it off. This one-act play, by turns 
heartwarming and heart-wrenching, follows 
Rudy from his desperate search for guidance 
through the hilarious date itself--all the way 
to its happy conclusion.  
 
 
 
 



 
Pax 
 
by Sara 
Pennypacker 

 

Pax and Peter have been inseparable ever 
since Peter rescued him as a kit. But one 
day, the unimaginable happens: Peter's dad 
enlists in the military and makes him return 
the fox to the wild. At his grandfather's 
house, three hundred miles away from 
home, Peter knows he isn't where he should 
be—with Pax. He strikes out on his own 
despite the encroaching war, spurred by 
love, loyalty, and grief, to be reunited with his 
fox. Meanwhile Pax, steadfastly waiting for 
his boy, embarks on adventures and 
discoveries of his own. 

 
Navigating 
Early 
 
by Clare 
Vanderpool 

 

When Jack Baker’s father sends him from 
his home in Kansas to attend a boys’ 
boarding school in Maine, Jack doesn’t know 
what to expect. Certainly not Early Auden, 
the strangest of boys. Early keeps to himself, 
reads the number pi as a story, and refuses 
to accept truths others take for granted. 
Jack, feeling lonely and out of place, 
connects with Early, and the two become 
friends.  
  
During a break from school, the boys set out 
for the Appalachian Trail on a quest for a 
great black bear. As Jack and Early travel 
deeper into the mountains, they meet 
peculiar and dangerous characters, and they 
make some shocking discoveries. But their 
adventure is only just beginning. Will Jack’s 
and Early’s friendship last the journey? Can 
the boys make it home alive?  



 
 
Seraphina 
 
by Rachel 
Hartman 

 

In the kingdom of Goredd, dragons and 
humans live and work side by side – while 
below the surface, tensions and hostility 
simmer. The newest member of the royal 
court, a uniquely gifted musician named 
Seraphina, holds a deep secret of her own. 
One that she guards with all of her being. 
When a member of the royal family is brutally 
murdered, Seraphina is drawn into the 
investigation alongside the dangerously 
perceptive—and dashing—Prince Lucien. 
But as the two uncover a sinister plot to 
destroy the wavering peace of the kingdom, 
Seraphina’s struggle to protect her secret 
becomes increasingly difficult… while its 
discovery could mean her very life. 

  
 
 Additional titles available at local libraries and bookstores: 
 

Title & Author  Book Cover  Summary 

Restart 
 
By Gordon 
Korman 

 

Chase's memory just went out the window.  
 
Chase doesn't remember falling off the roof. He doesn't 
remember hitting his head. He doesn't, in fact, 
remember anything. He wakes up in a hospital room 
and suddenly has to learn his whole life all over again . 
. . starting with his own name.  
 
He knows he's Chase. But who is Chase? When he 
gets back to school, he sees that different kids have 
very different reactions to his return.  
 
Some kids treat him like a hero. Some kids are clearly 
afraid of him.  
 
One girl in particular is so angry with him that she 
pours her frozen yogurt on his head the first chance 
she gets.  
 
Pretty soon, it's not only a question of who Chase 
is--it's a question of who he was . . . and who he's 
going to be.  



The Truth 
About Twinkie 
Pie 
 
By Kat Yeh 

 

Take two sisters making it on their own: brainy 
twelve-year-old GiGi and 
junior-high-dropout-turned-hairstylist DiDi. Add a 
million dollars in prize money from a national 
cooking contest and a move from the trailer parks 
of South Carolina to the North Shore of Long 
Island. Mix in a fancy new school, new friends and 
enemies, a first crush, and a generous sprinkling 
of family secrets. 

I Dissent: 
Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg 
Makes Her 
Mark 
 
By Debbie 
Levy 

 

Get to know celebrated Supreme Court 
justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg—in the first 
picture book about her life—as she proves 
that disagreeing does not make you 
disagreeable! 
 
Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
has spent a lifetime disagreeing: disagreeing 
with inequality, arguing against unfair 
treatment, and standing up for what’s right for 
people everywhere. This biographical picture 
book about the Notorious RBG, tells the 
justice’s story through the lens of her many 
famous dissents, or disagreements 

 
 
 
 
 


